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Whereas on October 8, 2018, the United Nations released a special report that projected that 
limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius this century will require an unprecedented 
transformation of every sector of the global economy over the next 12 years; and  

Whereas on November 23, 2018, the U.S. Fourth National Climate Assessment was issued, 
which detailed the massive threat that climate change poses to the American economy and 
underscored the need for emergency climate action at all levels of government; and  

Whereas the impacts of climate change and ocean acidification include increasingly devastating 
wildfires, communities overwhelmed by smoke, drinking water compromised by algal blooms, a 
rise in sea levels resulting in flooding and the displacement of thousands of coastal businesses 
and residences, damage to marine ecosystems and food sources, extreme weather events, severe 
harm to this state’s agriculture, forestry and tourism industries, and introduction of new vectors 
for infectious disease, increased asthma and other human health-related problems; and 

Whereas climate change has a disproportionate effect on fish and wildlife populations, many of 
which require specific habitat conditions and are therefore particularly vulnerable to warmer 
temperatures, modified precipitation patterns, diminished snowpack, ocean acidification and 
other effects of climate change; and 

Whereas climate change and the global economy’s overshoot of ecological limits are driving the 
sixth mass extinction of species, causing a 60 percent decline in global wildlife populations since 
1970, could devastate much of life on Earth for the next 10 million years and pose as great a risk 
to humanity as climate change, according to the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services; and  

Whereas one million animal and plant species are now threatened with extinction according to a 
sweeping new United Nations report (May 6 2019); and 

Whereas the death and destruction already wrought by global warming of approximately 1.1 
degrees Celsius above late 19th century levels demonstrates that Earth is already too hot for 
safety and justice; and 

Whereas climate change has a disproportionate effect on impacted communities, such as 
indigenous tribes, rural communities, coastal communities, workers, low-income households and 
people of color, who typically have fewer resources for adapting to climate change and are 
therefore the most vulnerable to displacement, adverse health effects, job loss, property damage 
and other effects of climate change; and  
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Whereas the world’s leading climate scientists, including those in the Great Lakes Integrated 
Sciences and Assessments Center, predict that these serious impacts of climate change will 
worsen if prompt action is not taken to curb emissions; and 

Whereas Our Children’s Trust May 9, 2019 press release, “Groundbreaking Report Shows the 
United States Can Lead the Way Toward Climate Recovery Without Economic Hardship – The 
Report Details the Technically and Economically Feasible Pathways for a U.S. Transition Off of 
Fossil Fuels…. is the first analysis completed in the United States to provide a detailed roadmap 
for placing all sectors of the U.S. energy system on an emissions path consistent with returning 
global atmospheric CO2 to 350 ppm by 2100, which means global heating of 1 degree Celsius, 
not 2;” and 

Whereas restoring a safe and stable climate requires a “climate mobilization” at all levels of 
government on a scale not seen since World War II to reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions; 
and  

Whereas in the absence of effective federal engagement, it is the responsibility of the individual 
states, counties and cities deemed to be the laboratories of progress, to take immediate leadership 
actions to address climate change;  

Therefore, be it resolved, we as members of the LWVLA call upon the LWVMI Board and local 
Leagues to advocate for consideration of “Climate Emergency Declarations" for the state and all 
county and local municipalities (governments). 
 
 
 
Background and Recent News: 
 
Two countries declare… 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/05/10/ireland-britain-declare-climate-emergencies-will-it-make-
difference/?utm_term=.44480b5dc526 
 
UN Members call on: 
https://unfccc.int/news/un-calls-upon-member-states-to-pursue-ambitious-climate-
action?fbclid=IwAR3NeB5X8RTJQslZHY9rTvxrdb5vMlete6qb_y1FOTtXE1rHX6kWEtU4qrM 
 
UN Chief says total disaster if warming is not stopped 
https://apnews.com/5771645c622d4717bffc3e33fbc20df9?fbclid=IwAR1ax1SfdMz9XcZEx0HpYjzkcNoHbo8m-
XX50y6Fxwxq0dcBtdxuW5JkGLM 
 
> 528 municipalities > 52 Million people 
Climate emergency declarations in 528 councils cover 52 million citizens 
 
https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climate-emergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/ 
 
WWF 
https://www.wwf.org.uk/fight-climate-
change?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=wwfuk&utm_campaign=organic&pc=VDB00100
6 
 
An Assessment of the Impacts of Climate Change on the Great Lakes by the Environmental Law & Policy 
Center   http://elpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Great-Lakes-Climate-Change-Report.pdf   
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Climate Change in the Great Lakes Region http://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/GLISA%202%20Pager%202019.pdf 
 
Synthesis of the Third National Climate Assessment for the Great Lakes 
Region  http://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/Great_Lakes_NCA_Synthesis.pdf 
 
Climate Change Will Strain Michigan Infrastructure by MLive https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/04/climate-
change-will-strain-michigan-infrastructure-say-experts.html 
 
What Climate Change Means for Michigan by EPA: https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-
09/documents/climate-change-mi.pdf  
 

http://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/GLISA%202%20Pager%202019.pdf
http://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/Great_Lakes_NCA_Synthesis.pdf
https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/04/climate-change-will-strain-michigan-infrastructure-say-experts.html
https://www.mlive.com/news/2019/04/climate-change-will-strain-michigan-infrastructure-say-experts.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/climate-change-mi.pdf
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-09/documents/climate-change-mi.pdf


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


